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Tips for using trademarks, copyright and patents

Trademarks
Trademarks create a brand and help consumers to associate it with your services and
reputation.  

• Use the ® symbol for registered marks.  PEOPLE. FIT. PERFECTLY.®

• Use the TM symbol for unregistered marks, even if you haven’t filed an application to
register.  PERFECT FIT PROGRAM.™

• Trademarks are adjectives, and should be used only as such.  Marks never should be
used as nouns or verbs.  Nor should marks be pluralized, or used in the possessive
form.  AEROTEK® Staffing Services, not AEROTEK’S Staffing Services

• Distinguish trademarks from surrounding text and CAPITALIZE, underline, italicize, or
depict in boldface type to create a distinct commercial impression about your services
and business. 

Copyright
Copyright protects ownership of works that contain elements of originality or uniqueness.

• Use a copyright notice (© 2013 Aerotek, Inc.) on the following materials, where practi-
cable:  website, text, visual art and photographs, software and apps, videos and other
recorded materials. 

• Copyright belongs to the creator, even if the work is created by an employee. 
Works created by independent contractors must be assigned in writing to Aerotek.
Copyrights must be registered with the U.S. Copyright Office in order to be enforced.

• Permission must be obtained to use names and photographs, even of employees. 

Patents
A patent grants a monopoly on the use and exploitation of an invention. 

• The product, label, or packaging must be marked with a notation “Patent” or “Pat.”
and the number. Alternatively, virtual marking permits a link to a free-to-access web ad-
dress that provides actual notice, allowing updates and changes to be effected easily.  

App X may be covered under one or more of the following U.S. Patents:
1,234,456; 2,345,678; 3,456,789, and other patents pending. 

• “Patent Pending” should be used on any product containing an invention for which a
patent application, including a provisional patent application, has been filed. This often
has a chilling effect on potential competitors:  Patent Pending US App. 61/123,456.
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